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SUB J : AFL-CIO INTERFERENCE CHARGED IN BAHAMAS ELECTRICAL 
WORKERS STRIKE 

1. THE FOUR-DAY STRIKE BY BAHAMAS ELECTRICAL WORKERS, WHICH 
ENDED NOVEMBER 22, WAS MARKED BY MINOR VIOLENCE, SABOTAGE 
ATTEMPTS AT NASSAU'S POWER STATION AND CHARGES OF INTERFERENCE 
BY THE DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA AFL-CIO. MOST ISSUES IN THE 

STRIKE, WHICH STARTED NOVEMBER 18 AS A ONE-DAY SHOW OF STRENGTH, 
HAVE ALREADY BEEN RESOLVED IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS 
CHAIRED BY MINISTER OF LABOR CLIFFORD DARLING, AND, WITH 
WORKERS BACK ON THE JOB, THE PROSPECTS FOR AN EARLY SETTLEMENT 
SEEM BRIGHT. THE ALLEGED INTERFERENCE ON THE PART OF THE 
AFL-CIO, HOWEVER, MAY LEAVE A RESIDUE OF RESENTMENT AMONG 
GCOB LEADERS AND IS INDICATIVE OF THE SKITTISHNESS WITH WHICH 
THEY VIEW THE POTENTIALLY HARMFUL EFFECTS OF LABOR UNREST 
ON TOURISM AND INVESTOR CONFIDENCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO REPORTS IN THE NOVEMBER 21 NASSAU PRESS, 

THE DADE COUNTY FEDERATION OF LABOR HAS RESPONDED TO AN AUGUST 
15, 1975 APPEAL FOR SUPPORT FROM THE STRIKING ENGINEERING AND 
GENERAL UNION AND THE BAHAMAS WORKERS' COUNCIL WITH A REC- 
OMMENDATION THAT ITS MIAMI AREA MEMBERS BOYCOTT BAHAMIAN 
TOURISM "UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE GOVERNMENT AND THE BAHAMAS 
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ERS' COUNCIL." ON NOV 20, THE REPORTING OFFICER WAS TOLD BY 
HAROLD MUNNINGS, PERMANENT SECRETARY IN THE MINISTRY OF LABOR 
THAT MINISTER DARLING HAD RECEIVED "CONTEMPTUOUS” LETTERS 
FROM THE DADE AFL-CIO CHARGING UNFAIR LABOR PRACTICES AND 
THREATENING A NATION-WIDE AFL-CIO BOYCOTT OF BAHAMIAN TOURISM 
AS WELL AS A BOYCOTT OF MIAMI-BASED BODE EXPORT CORPORATION, 

A PRIME SHIPPING AGENT TO THE BAHAMAS. THE LETTERS, ACCORDING 
TO MUNNINGS, WERE AN OUTGROWTH OF THE LOBBYING EFFORTS OF 
BWC CHAIRMAN DUDLEY WILLIAMS IN MIAMI OCTOBER 13 AND A WILL- 
INGNESS OF THE DADE FEDERATION TO "GO OFF THE DEEP END WITHOUT 
CHECKING THE FACTS." HE CLAIMED TO NOTICE A SLOWDOWN IN 
BODE DELIVERIES TO THE GCOB BUT ALLOWED AS HOW THIS MIGHT BE 
DUE TO ANY NUMBER OF FACTORS. 

3. ASIDE FROM ANY EFFECT IT MIGHT HAVE ON THE ELECTRICAL 
STRIKE AND THE GENERAL SENSITIVITY OF LOCAL OFFICIALS TO 
"OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE" OF ANY SORT, GCOB UNEASINESS ABOUT 
AFL-CIO SUPPORT FOR BAHAMIAN LABOR IS PROBABLY ALSO A REFLECTION 
OF CONCERN ABOUT THE EFFECT OF SUCH SUPPORT ON TOURISM AND 
INVESTOR CONFIDENCE. MUNNINGS, FOR EXAMPLE, SEEMED CONCERNED 
ABOUT ANOTHER ONGOING NEGOTIATION BETWEEN HOTEL WORKERS AND 
EMPLOYERS AND SATISFIED THAT THERE WERE NOT ENOUGH FUNDS 
AVAILABLE TO THE HOTEL WORKERS TO SUPPORT EVEN A BRIEF STRIKE 
AGAINST ALL HOTELS. HE DID NOT, HOWEVER, PRECLUDE A DEMON- 
STRATION STRIKE AGAINST ONE OR TWO HOTELS "SUCH, FOR EXAMPLE, 

AS THE HOLIDAY INN AND FLAGLER." DAVID KNOWLES, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE HOTEL WORKERS' UNION, LATER TOLD THE REPORTING OFFICER 
THAT, WHILE A STRIKE COULD NOT BE ENTIRELY RULED OUT, A WORK 
SLOWDOWN DURING THE DECEMBER-JANUARY TOURIST PEAK SEEMED FAR 
MORE LIKELY. 
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